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To the REA D E R. 


Tread a tract intitled, Taxation no Ty- 


ranm. But as ſoon as J received more light 


myſelf, I judged it my duty to impart it to others. 


I therefore extracted the chief arguments from 
that treatiſe, and added an' application to thoſe 
whom it moſt concerns, T was well aware of 
the treatment this would bring upon myſelf: but 
let it be, ſo I may in any degree ferve my King 
and Country. 

A late tract, wrote in anſwer to this, is wrote 
in juſt ſuch a ſpirit as I expected. It ts ſirewed 
ever with ſuch flowers as theſe, ©* Contemptible 
Sophiftry! ”? e Fallacious to the laſt degree! ” 
e Childifſh quirks!” © Pitiful fophiſms ! * 
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I Was of a different judgment on this head, till 
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With firong affertions, repeated over and oor, 


iv PREFACE, 


and with forid Quotations, But all the ar- 
guments which are produced therein, may be 
contained in a nut l. 


— * alli eutbey Hine" 5 He that 


75 raxett wirbout vu "own cbt, what is, with- 
out being repreſented, is a flave,” "I anſwer, 
No: I bave no repreſentative in Parliament, 
But I am taxed; yet Jam no flave, Yea, nine 
in ten throughout England, have 10 repreſenta- 
trve, no vote, Vet they are no ſlaves : they enjoy 
hoth Civil and Religious Liberty. 
Hie replies, But they may have votes if they 
will, they may purchaſe Freeholds,”” What ! 
"Can every man in England purchaſe a Freehold ? 
No: not one in an hundred. But be that as it 
may, they have na vote now, Yet they are no 
Slaves, they are the fregſt men in Europe. 
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* Or Mriters. For I am informed by a cor- 
reſpondent in Briffol, That this Letter was wrote 
by two Anabaptiſt Miniſters, aſſiſted by a Gen- 
tleman and a Tradeſman of the Church of Exg» 7 
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_ 1} hn + is a a.Slave Þ Look into Ameri- 
ca, and you, may may. eaſily, Heer, » See, that Negro, 
fainting under , the logdy.. bleeding under the. la afh : 4 
He is a ſlave, And is thee 5 bee, difference” 
between hin ard, liz Maſter? las. Tbe One 
is ſcreamings, Murder I Slavery! . al IM, ther 


falently bleeds and die? WP 
„Hut wherein then. confifs_ ho A ene bs 
nine Tween Liberty and Slayery R Herein. Tou aud 
mas . and the Engliſh in general, go where we will 


enjoy aud enjey the fruit of our. labqurs :. This is u- 
berty. T he negro does nat: This is Slavery... 


ruh + nat then all this outcry, abnet Liberty, and 
hat / Slavery, mere rant, and playing pon, words f 

bold ? | This is a ſpecimen. of. this writer's Argu- 
a it ments. Let 1s Juſt auch upgn bis Quotations. 
are wo | All the inhabitants (of England) ays 


the fanciful Monteſquiou, (as one terms him) 
* have a right of voting at the election of a re- 
preſentative, except ſuch as are ſo. mean, as to be 
deemed to have no will of their own !” Nay, 
/ all have a right to vote, that have a will of 
their own, certainly this right belongs to every 


man, woman, and child in England, 


3 One 


* PREFACE. 


One quotation more, “ Judge Blackſtone 


fays, Tn a free ſtate, every man who is ſuppoſet 
to be a free-agent, ought to be in ſome meaſure 
his on governor: therefire one branch, at leaſt, 
of the legiſlative power ſhould reſide in the whole 
body of the people,” But who are, the 


whole body of che people? According to 
Him, every free agent. Then the argument 


proves too much. For are not Women. free- 
agents ? Tea, and poor as well as rich men. Ae- 
cording to this argument, there is no free ſtate 
. the ſun... 

De Book which this writer ſays, I ſo firongly 


recommended, F never yet ſaw with my eyes. 


Aud the words which he ſays I ſpoke, never came 
out of m lips. But T really beliows, he was 
told ſo. 

IF now ſpeak, according to the light I have, 
But if any one will give me more light, I will be 
thankful, 


S, C. 


BRETHREN and COUNTRYMEN, 


1. X-. X HE nd queſtion which 

Ct Ns N (and with 
I T J* warmth enough on both fides) 
Ng is this, Has the Engliſh Par- 
liament power to tax the American Colo- 
nies ? 


In order to determine this, let us con- 
fider the- nature of our Colonies. An Eng- 
liſh Colony is, a number of perſons to 
whom the King grants a charter, permit= 
ting them to ſettle in ſome far country as a 
corporation, enjoying ſuch powers as the 
charter grants, to be adminiſtred in ſuch 
a manner as the charter preſcribes. As a 
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corporation they make laws for themſelves : , 
but au a corporation ſybſiſting. by a grant 1 
from higher duthority,” to tlie control of that 
authority, they ſtill continue ſubject. 6 
+ Confidering this, nothing can be more 
plain, than that the ſupreme power in y 
.ngland, has à legal right, of, laying any * 
tax upon them for any end beneficial to the a 
whole empires: Tv ot [6 + a 
176 Jog 21 io Jig {iIgat vis x | N 
2. But you object, “ It is the privilege 00 
of a Freeman and an Engliſhman to be tax- P 
ed only by his own conſent. And this con- tl 
tent is given for every man by his repreſen- Hf 
tative in parliament, But we have no repre- fa 
ſentation in parliament. Therefore we ought le 
not to be taxed thereby.” 
© T anſwer, This argument proves too much. V 
I che parliament cannot tax you, becauſe MF h: 
yoo have no repreſentation therein, for the WF w 
Tame reaſon it can make no laws to bind ſe 


du. If a freeman cannot be taxed. without 
Lis ven eonſent, neither can he be punithedt 
without it: for whatever holds with regard 
to taxation, holds with regard to all other 
laws. Therefore he who denies the Engliſh 
Parliament the power of taxation, denies it 
the right of making any laws at all. But 
this power over the Colonies you have ne- 
ver diſputed : you have always admitted 
ſtatutes, for the puniſhment of offences, 
and for the preventing or redreſſing of in- 
conveniences. And the reception of an, 
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law draws after it by, a chain, which cannot 
be broken, the nec Ds af OGG taxa- 
tion. 3 fo 17 


3. But I obj geg to ne very pond of 
your plea. Tat « every freeman is 7 
forked by laws to Which R has conſented; 
as confidently! as it has been aſſerted, it 12 
abſolutely falſe. In wide- extended domi 
nions, a very ſmall part of the people are 
concerned in making laws. This, as all 
public bufinefs, muſt be done by delegation, 
the delegates are choſen by a ſeſec number. 
And thoſe that are not 'eleftors,” who are 
far the * part, Fand oy als and help= 


leſs ſpectators. 


The caſe of elettors is "le better. 
When they are near equity divided; almoſt 
half of them muſt be governed, not nly⸗ 
without, but even againſt yt gp Sean 


fent. 


And how has any man 3 to thoſe) 
laws, which were made before he was born? 
Our conſent to theſe, nay. and to the laws 
now made even in England, is purely paf- 
five. And in every place, as all men are 
born the ſubje&s of ſome ſtate or other, 
ſo they are born, paſſively, as it were con- 
ſenting to the laws of that ſtate. Any 
other than this kind of conſent, the cond! - 
tion of civil life does not allow, 


5 But 


( 10 ) 


4. But you ſay, You are intitled to liſe, 
liberty and property”: by nuturt: and that you 


have never 'ceded'to any ſovereign power, the right 
to diſpoſe of theſe "without: your conſent. 


2, While! you Theak as the” naked ſons of 


natute, . is certainly "true, But you 


' preſently declare, Our ance) ors , at the time 
FM ar 977107 ls Celine, Were intitle Hed to all the 
ts bf natural- born ubjetts,. within the realm 
Ae. This iewife is true: but 
Alen this is granted, the boaſt of original 
rights is at an end. You are no longer in 
a ſtate of nature, but fink down to Fro 
niſts, governed by a charter. If your an- 
ceſtors were fubjects, they acknowledged a 
Sovereign: if they had a right to Engliſh 
privileges, they were accountable to Eng- 
liſh laws, and had ceded to the King and 
Parliament, the power of di YER ng without their 
conſent, of both their lives, liberties and pro- 
perties. And did the Parliament cede to 
them, a diſpenſation from the obedience, 
which they owe as natural ſubjects? Or 
any degree of independence, not enjoyed 
by other Engliſhmen ? 


S. They did not indeed, as you obſerve, by 
emigration forfeit any of thoſe privileges : but 
they were, and their deſcendents now are intitled 
to all ſuch as their circumſtances enable them ts 


enjoy. 


That they who form a Colony by a laws 


ful charter, forfeit no- privilege thereby, 
is 


8 we —y M5 my ms hos 
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is certain. But what they do not forfeit 


by any judicial ſentence, they may loſe by 


natural effetts. When Wen voluntarily 
comes into America, he may loſe what he 
had when in Europ A Perhaps he had a 
right to vote for a e or burgeſs : 
croſſing the ſea he did nor forfere this right, 
But it is plain, he has made the exerciſe of 
it no longer poſſible, . He has reduced him- 
ſelf from a voter to one of the innumerable | 
mulatude that aye, no votes. 

6. But you fag, . 4 te Colouics , are, mt 
repreſented A the 5 ih, Parliament, they are 
entitled to a free power ,of legiſlation, Fur they 
inherit all the right which, their anceſtors had 


of enjoying all the privileges, of Engh/hmeu. 


They do inherit all the privileges which 
their anceſtors had : but they can inherit 
no more. Their anceſtors left a country 
where the repreſentatives of the people 
were elected by men particularly qualified, 
and where thole who wanted that qualifica- 
tion were bound by the decifions of men 
whom they had not deputed. You are 
the deſcendents of men who either had no 
votes, or reſigned them by emigration. 
You have therefore exactly what your an- 
ceſtors left you: not a vote in making 
laws, nor in chuſing legiſlators ; but the 
happineſs of being protected by laws, and 
the duty of obeying them. 


What your anceſtors did not bring with 


WF them, neither they nor their deſcendants 


6 have 
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have not; by ahan- 


have 4 7 Th 0 
dorſiug theit rig le ature; acqui- 
red . ee #nother < any ke 
thay. ray TRENT, who have 


no vote, have 4 right torch Parlement 


for themſelves. AIXI AG TNRIR N65 7 
294430 Cl BiUtY 5! 21 Inc 11130 16 1397 


5. However che Cue, have A Fight to all 
Fo: 7, 275 es granmed” Ry 8525 rn | 
*cure 


dt fo. hm 'by err 33 
The firſt clauſe is ned they have 
ecrabalya right tb all the privileges granted 
them by royal charters. : (provided thoſe 
privileges”: »confiſtent wath! the | Britiſh 


conſtitution.) But as to the ſecond there 


is 4 doubt: provincial: laws may grant 

privileges to individuals of the province. 

Bot, fuxel 2 province can confer provin- 

c1al privile Sin itſelf! They have a 

right, to At which the King has given 
them; but joy © to all which akin have given 
themſelves, 


* 1708 corporation eam n more aſſume to 
irſelf privileges which it had not before, 
than a man can, by his own act and deed, 
aſſume titles or dignities. The legiſlature 
ef a colony may be compared to the veſtry 
of a large pariſh : which may lay a ceſs on 
its inhabitants, but ill regulated by the 
law: and which (whatever be its internal 
expences) is ſtill liable to taxes laid by ſu- 
perior Authorry. 


3. But 
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g. But whereas. formerly ue 5.1 If. 
there is in the, Ke Morny oÞ 

clauſe exempting th $f 8 for ev FT, 
then they haye. & mM o e 


I allowed tog mne 15 85 to. fa 
the King can rs an exemption; 15 Ty 


power of Parliament, is ſaying in ot 

words, That. ng, hgh of th; x] Mer 
can grant MY; Ko Poet of t hers. 
This 1s ſo far true, that if there 
is in the charter of 951 olony, a clauſe &x- 
empting them fromstaues for evtr, yet Un- 
leſs it were confirmed hy an act of the 
whole Legiflature, chat clauſeſ is vou in: it · 
ſelf, The King (to fue the phraſe; of the 
law) was “ deceivedan hifigranty7).as hav» 
ing given that che he, had 1 right * 


beſtow, | 15 1 biytbni OF ossi 


Ot all theſe charters then'it ll be. 190 
Either they do, contain ſuch a clauſe, or 
they do not. If they do not, the plea: "of 
Charter-exemption 22 ir" they, do, al- 
tho* the Charter itſelf ſtands go ood, yet that 
clauſe of it, is null and void, as being con- 
trary to the Ara of the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution. 


9. All chat impartially confider what has 
been obſerved, muſt readily allow, that the 
Engliſh Parliament has undoubted right to 
tax all the Engliſh Colonies. 


But whence then is all this hurry and 
tumult? Why 1s America all in an _— 


Gove rnment or 


. 


"mo; you can yet. give yourſclyes YL to thidk, 


you Will | ſee, the, plain caſe is this. 


A few ens 460, 480 were affaulted by 
enemies rc. not well able to 
reſiſt. ba e rep elch ur Sto your Mo- 
ther=conntry, 1 8 ' d&Hired her affiſtance. 
Tow was largely affiſted, and by that means 
wholly delivered from all your enemies. 


After 2 time, our Mother-country deſi- 
ring to be reimburſed for ſome partiof the 
large, expence ſhe had been at, laid a ſmall 
tax (Which ſhe had always a right to do) 
on one of her Colonies; 


Nut how is it poffible, that the taking this 
reafonable and local ſtep, ſhould have ſet all 
America in a flame 


I will tell you. my, Opinion freely. and 
perhaps you will not think it improbable. I 
ſpeak the more freely, becauſe I am unbi- 
aſſed: I have nothing to hope or fear from 
either ſide. ain nothing either by the 

18 the Americans, and pro- 
bably never ſhall. And I have no preju- 
dice to any man in America : I love you as 
my brethren and countrymen, 


LO, My opinion is this. We have a ſew 


men in England, who are determined ene- 
mies to Monarchy. Whether they hate 
his preſent Majeſty on any other ground, 
than becauſe he is a King, I know not. But 
* cordially hate his otfice, and have for 

ſome 
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ter) butithey.are ſte 
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ſome years been b rec it with all 


diligence, in Hopes öf efecking their grand 


idol, their dear Oc Wealth upbn its 
ruins. 0 ths have let very faw 1n- 
to their deſign, : . ngk many forward 
it, without e thing of the mat - 

dily purſuing it, as by: 
various other means, ſo in particular by in- 
flammatory papers, vhich are induſtriouſly 
and continually diſperſed, throughout the 
town and country: by this method they 
have already wrought thouſands of the peo- 
ple, even to the pitch' of madrieſs; By the 
ſame, only varied according to'your/cir- 
cumſtances, they have Hkewiſe inflamed 
America, I make no doubt, but theſe yery 
men are the original cauſe of the preſent 
breach between England and her Colonies. 
And they are ſtill pouring oil into the flame, 
udiouſly incenfing each againſt the other, 
and oppoſing under a variety of pretences, 
all meaſures of accommodation. So that 
although the Americans, in general, love 
the Engliſh, and the 'Enghſh in general, 
love the Americans, (all, I mean that 
are not yet cheated and exaſperated by theſe 
artful men) yet the rupture is growing 
wider every day, and none can tell where 
it will end. 


Theſe good men hope it will end, in the 
total defection of North America from Eng- 
land. If this were effected, they truſt the 
Engliſh in general would be ſo irreconcile- 
ably diſguſted, that they thould be able, 

with 
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25 or rn the ie aſhfanee, intirely : 


er Meret eſpecially 
W Ly VERA he Ho 4, 
oY dre Fi NNE A d- 
vag blyode ,basloH 1 10 
VIV 80 26: 41140; ane 9117 40 2 
al. But, my hrethrom, yonld this be any 
adyantage to you Can v hopp, for a more 
deſirable form of government; eicher in Eng- 
land or America, than that which you now 
enjoy? After all the vehement cry for li- 
bexty, what more liberty. can you have ? 
What mare us liberty can you deſire, 
than that Which you, enjoy already? May 
not every one among you worihip God ac- 
carding to his .awn conſcience } you 
civil hberty can you defire, which 
are not already poffeſſed of } Do not you 
fit without reſtraint, every man _ 5 
own tine Do you not, very one, h 
low, enjoy the fruit of yeur labour ? This 
is real, rational liberty, fuch as is enjoyed 
by Englithmen alone; and not by any other 
people in the habitable world. Would the 
being independent of England make you 
more free? Far, very far from it, It 
would hardly be poſkble for you to ſteer 
clear, between anarchy and tyranny. But 
ſuppole, after numberleſs dangers and miſ- 
chiefs, you ſhould ſettle into one or more 
Republics: would a republican government 
give von more liberty, either religious or 
civil 4 By no means, No governments 
| under 


6nd oo . 4 OEgKT. 
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under heaven are ſo deſpotiq as the Repub- 
lican 3 155 e . overn 4 in {9 arbi- 
trary Lo 
wb wt 06h ont 6 of this,” let Rin 
look at the ſubje&as of Vehice; bf Genoa, 
or even of, Holland. - Should any men tal 
or write of the Dutch ernment as Nr. 

cobler dogs bike liſh; he would be laid 
in irons, before — Os where he Wal“ 
And men wo be Gs Him! e ſhew- 


a ſ! 4 £3119. 10 20 £6! 
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; « Burif wo bk 9 55 dab de, ary 
Will follow.“ : and-pertra 
But if they did; * gp were taxed” e 
is quite improba with Ireland of 
Scotland, ſtill — vou to wt this by 
renquncing , connettion/ wit „tlie 
remedy would be Werſe an Aiſeaſe. 
For G] what'convulfiets' muſt pacy Ame 
rica. feel, beſore any ether ovorament wes. 
ſettled> Intamerab ofs muſt enfis; 
before any general form could'be- ctabliſh- 
cd. And the grand miſehief would enſue; 
when it was eftabliſhed ; when you had 
* a yoke, wick you. could not ſhake 
© 
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13. Brethren open ak eyes! n to 
E ! Be no longer the dupes of de- 
gning men. I do not mean any of your 
countrymen in America : :I doubt whether 
any of theſe are in the ſecret. F he de- 
figning men, the Ahithophels are in Eng 

la 
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land; thoſe who have laid their ſcheme ſo 
deep, and covered it ſo well, that thouſands 
who are ripening it, ſuſpe& nothing at all 
of the matter. Theſe well meaning men, 
ſincerely believing, that they are ſerving 
their country, exclaim againſt grievances, 
which either never exiſted, or are aggravated 
above meafure, and thereby inflame the peo- 
ple more and more, to the wiſh of thoſe 

whb are behind the ſcene. But be not you 

duped any longer: do not ruin yourſelves for 
them that owe you no good will, that now 
employ you only for their own purpoſes. 
and in the end will give you no thanks. 
They love neither England nor America, 
but play one againſt the other, in ſubſervi- 
ency to their grand deſign, of overturning 
the rg government. Be warned in 
time. Stand and conſider before it is too 
late; before you have entailed confufion 
and miſery on your lateſt poſterity. Hava 
pity upon your mother country ! Have pity 
upon your own-! Have pity upon  your- 
ſelves, upon your children, and upon all 
that are near and dear to you! Let us not 
bite and devour one another, left we be 
conſumed one of another ! O let us follow 
after peace ! Let us put away our ſins; the 
real ground of all our calamities ! Which 
never will or can be thoroughly removed, 
till we fear God and honour the King. 
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Sermon preached by Dr. Smi „ in 


- 


X Philadelphia, has been lately reprint- 


es for eq in England. It has been much admired, 
NOW i vut proceeds all along upon wrong ſuppo- 
oles. tions. Theſe are confuted in the preced- 
inks. ing tract: yet I would juſt touch upon 
OT chem again. 5 
nin Dr. Smith ſuppoſes, 1. They have a 
8 8 | 
d in right of granting their own money : that 
$ to0 is, of being exempt from taxation by the 
afion ſupreme power. they © contend! for“ 


this, they contend for neither more nor 
leſs than independency. Why then do they 
talk of their“ rightful Sovereign?” They 
acknowledge no. Sovereign at all. 75 


That they contend for * the cauſe of 
liberty“ is another miſtaken ſuppoſition, 
What liberty do you want, either civil or 
religious ? You had the very ſame liberty 
we have in England. I ſay, you had.: but 
you have now thrown away the ſubſtance, 
and retain only the ſhadow. You have no 
liberty, civil or religious now, but. what the 
Congreſs pleaſes to allow, 1 

ut. 
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But you juſtly ſappoſe, We are by a 
plain origingl contract intitled to a commu- 
f wileges, with our brethren that 
land, in every civil and religi- 

10 Moft true. And tilt 


in England. Ver ther being tated by the 
Phrtiament is no in nent either of my 
civil or religious liberty: 


RN v οον ſay again, no power on carth 
bay u richt to grant Our property without ot 
conſent,” p. 222 

Then you have no Sovereign: for every 
Sovereign under heaven has à right to tax | 
his. ſubjects; ihap ie, to grant their pro- 
perw, With pr withauts their conſent.” Our 
F, Soxeręigg has a right, to tax me, and all 
other, Engliſhwen, whether. we have votes | 

Vainly therefore' do yen complain of 
& unconſtitutipnal exactions, violated rights, 
and mutifated charters,” p. 24. Nothing 
Hie * IDWJIA* >». 4o 18 
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= That is, in connexion with the Lords and 4 
Commons. ; 


(= ) 


by » is exaRted, bot according 1e the original 
mmu- BW Conſtitution both of Engkand, and her C 

that BW nies. Your rights 4 no mate — 
eligi- man mine, When We ke: Bote cet by-thie 
d tilt ſupreme 9 nl your charters are no 
, you more mm py klis „than is the chartet 
. i 3 the ci of F ex ON 5 4 1 
hots Vainly do. yau complain of being * made 
py the flaves.” Am I, or two millions of, b Engl lh 


of my men made {layes; ee we a SA ay 


| put our OWN conſent? 


11 ou may {till “ rejoice in the common 

ghts of 1 I rejoice in all the 
ri icht of my anceſtors. And every right 
which 1 enjoy, is common to Engſiflicota 
and Americans. 


But ſhall we © ſurreader any part of the 
privileges which, we enj ox, A the expreſs 
terms of our colonization ? ”” that is, of our 
charter ? By no means: and none requires 
I it of you. None defires to with-hold any 
ching that is granted by the 4 N terms of 
your charters. But remember! One of 
yu firſt charters, that of Maſſachuſetts- 

ay, ſays in expreſs terms, you are exempt 
from paying taxes to the King, for /cven 
ears: plainly implying, that after thoſe 
ſeven years you are to pay them like other 
ſubjects. And remember your laſt charter, 
that of Pennſylvania, ſays, in expreſs terms, 
you are liable to taxation, 


But 
4 
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But a le will reſume, you ſa the 
e never K ex- 
ceptꝰ No need of any exception. They 
never ſurrendered it at all; they could not 
ſurrender it; for they never had it. I pray 
did the People, unleſs you mean the Norman 
army, give William the Conqueror his 
power? And to which of his ſucceſſors did 
the people of England (fix or ſeven millions) 
give the ſovereign power? This is mere 
political cant: words without meaning. I 
know but one inſtance in all hiſtory, where- 


In the people gave the ae power to any 
IVI 


one; that was, to Maſſamello of Naples, 
And I defire any man living to produce 
another inſtance inthe hiſtory of all nations, 


Ten times over, 1n different words, you 
« profeſs yourſelves to be contending.for 
liberty.” But it is a vain, empty profeſ- 
ſion: unleſs you mean by that threadbate 
word, a liberty from obeying your right- 
4 ful Sovereign, and from keeping the funda- 
i mental laws of your country. And this 
undoubtedly it is, which the confederated 


Þ Colonies are now contending for. 
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